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COUSHATTA WOMAN AND CO-DEFENDANTS 

SENTENCED ON FRAUD CHARGES


Student aid fraud results in prison terms 

Alexandria, Louisiana . . .United States Attorney Donald W. Washington announced that ANITA 

MORRIS, age 35, of Coushatta, Louisiana, was sentenced by U.S. District Judge Dee D. Drell to spend 33 

months in prison for charges of conspiracy to commit student aid fraud and bank fraud in a scheme in 

which she and others submitted false student aid applications to Northwestern State University (NSU) in 

Natchitoches and caused student aid and bank loans to be paid to MORRIS and others who were not 

qualified to receive the student aid.  MORRIS was also ordered to pay $30,541 in restitution to the U.S. 

Department of Education (the federal agency which provides student aid funds and guarantees the bank loan 

to the student). 

 MORRIS pleaded guilty in March to one count of conspiracy to commit student aid fraud and one 

count of making false statements on the bank loan application to secure a student loan for herself and others. 

Testimony at the time of the guilty plea showed that MORRIS solicited individuals in the Coushatta area 

to apply for student aid even though they had no intent to attend NSU or were not qualified to attend. 
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MORRIS completed the various forms and submitted them with false information including falsely stating 

that the applicant had graduated from high school or had taken a GED to qualify for admission to NSU. 

False high school transcripts were submitted on some of the applications. 

Also sentenced today for their part in the conspiracy with MORRIS were: 

•	 KEVIN MORRIS, age 30, of Robeline, Louisiana, who was sentenced to spend 15 months 
in prison and ordered to pay restitution in the amount of $6,649; and 

•	 RUTH S. FRAZIER, age 56, of Marthaville, Louisiana, who was sentenced to 5 years 
probation and ordered to pay restitution in the amount of $5,771. 

One additional co-defendant, DORRIS MORRIS, is scheduled to be sentenced July 12, 2007. 

U.S. Attorney Washington stated: “This family of thieves sought to steal monies provided by the 

American taxpayer to help the truly needy achieve a college education. Their crimes had the effect of taking 

dollars from young students who are seeking to make a better future for themselves by acquiring a college 

degree. Clearly, these defendants are well deserving of the full consequences of a felony conviction.” 

“I am proud of the work of OIG Special Agents in aggressively pursuing these individuals who 

sought to enrich themselves by fraudulently obtaining federal education dollars," said John P. Higgins, Jr., 

Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Education.  "We will continue to work with others in law 

enforcement to protect the integrity of federal education funds." 

Sentencing in federal court is determined by the discretion of federal judges and the governing 

statute.  Parole has been abolished in the federal system. 

This case was investigated by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Inspector General, and 

the Northwestern State University Police Department, and was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Robert 

W. Gillespie, Jr. 
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